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FOUR SHIPS SUNK
WITHOUT WARNING;
AMERICANS LOST

Official Dispatches Reach
State Department of Lat¬
est U-Boat Activities.

23 U. S. CITIZENS
EITHER KILLED OR MISSING

Three British Steamers and One
Portuguese Vessel Victims

of Submarines.

KKSCL'ED MEN' SLTT'KIi MUCH

Left Hundred* of Miles at Sea
Lifeboats During Rough and

Cold Weather.

I Hy ArMcintrd Pre*.*. I
WASHINGTON. March 31..Destruc¬

tion without warning of four merchant
ships carrying Americans in their cr<"wi
was reported to the State Department
to-day In official dispatches indicating
thai several Americans lost their lives.
The vessels wore the British steamer

Crispin, on which two American negroes
probably perished, and from which
eighteen other Americans are reported
missing; the Portuguese sailing ship
Argo, from which three American ne-
groes are missing, and the British
steamers Eptafolos and Snowden Range,
<<n which there apparently wax no
loss of life, though Americans In the
crews suffered from exposure.
The department's latest dispatch on

the Crispin. s»-Mt to-day by <"onsul
Washington, at Liverpool, follows:
"Supplementing consul Swansea's

Crispin cable 30th. joint affidavit four'
American seamen indicates two Amer-
leans, colored firemen, names so far,
unknown, killed explosion; eighteen
Americans so far unaccounted for in
captain's boat; sixty-nine Americans
on Crispin.ten tlremen, two seamen,
fifty-seven cattlemen; carried one gun j
aft; submarine German; ordered rescu-jIng trawler leave vicinity undT threats
torpedoing."
.\o vr.ssr.i.s i\ sk;ht

IIOAT I* ATTAl KKD

Previously, Consul Moorehead. at
Swansea, in a dispatch dated yesterday,
had reported:

"British steamer Crispin, Newport
News to Avonmouth. with horses, tor¬
pedoed without warning. T P. M.,
March 25. off Mlnehead, Ireland.
Weather modern t e. northwesterly
winds. Fairly heavy swells. No ves¬
sels in Bight when attacked. Torpedo
not seen. First intimation of subma¬
rine was explosion in vessel No at
tempt to escape. Vessel abandoned,
sunk 3:15 P. M. Boats, in charge of
chief officer, picked up by fishing
trawler, taken to Milford Haven. No
casualties among crew in these boats.
Captain's boat landed in Ireland.
Forty-nine of crew srnt direct to
Liverpool. Foregoing information ob¬
tained by telephone from chief officer."

Destruction of the Argo was reported
by Consul Armstrong, at Bristol, in this
dispatch, dated to-dnj : '

"William Pitts and Spencer Kennedy,
colored. American seamen Portuguese
sailing ship Argo. from New Orleans
for London, carrying general cargo,
swear Argo shelled without Inten-
tional warning by submarine Hying
German flag. 300 miles off Gravesend,
o o'clock March 23. Weather rough.
cold: occupants' lifeboats at sea four!
days; suffered from exposure: when!
picked up by British hospital ship
brought into Avonmouth: one lifeboat
with three colored Americans unac-
counted for; their names unknown, j
Two other Americana. Troy Thomas,!
('barley Jackson. rescued, suffering
from exposure. No other boats near-1
by. Submarine offered no assistance;
Argo no resistance." I
St UMAItlM; KlltlCS TWH1.VK

MIKI.I.S INTO SHIP
Consul Gaulin reported the sinking

of the Eptafolos. from Marseilles, in
the following dispatch dated yester- J
day:
"Mailing affidavits Hoy Adams. El-

bcrton, On.; James Dennis. Hampton,
Vn.; Edward Ryan, Suffolk. Va,. fire¬
men on British steamer Eptafolos sunk
by submarine without flag or indii'a-
tion nationality, about fifty miles from'1
Malta. March 'J3; weather fine, sea calm,
Eptafolos bound Malta to Gibraltar, in 1

ballast, without passengers or troops,!'
carried one gun, two gunners. Vessel
torpedoed without warning by unseen
submarine about 12:30 noon, llyan, on

deck, saw torpedo approaching. Epta-
folos immediately stopped; crew en-

tered lifeboats, for which ample time, j J
Submarine then appeared, took prls-
oner captain, first, second officers, four
englners, one gunner and ordered crew j <

steer for Malta. Indicating course. No
other assistance given by submarine.f
Eptafolos, being still afloat, submarine
tired about twelve shells, vessel sink

.

Sng In one hour, at about 3:30 o'cloc
Crew remained boats from Friday
lernoon until reaching Malta Sunr ^^
March 2f». about 7 o'clock, ntori~jn-'
Sufficient food and drink In H*el.,oatg
Crew arrived Marseilles night '

.\tarch!
.JS. No vessel in sight time of fattack;i
no attempt by Eptafolos escape" or re_
sist search. No examination E~plafo|osj
papers. Dennis suffering straUnCf] ,,ip |
caused by inrushltig water < <t0kehold
when torpedo exploded; anot-her pea_;
man reported head cut by f%a. same
moment. These only casua1t«-*cs
dence regarding display lag 0|| Kpla.
folos contradictory. BcllcvetJt, .0 otjier|
Americans on board.'
IJISPATCH ItKPORTS SINK ,v(.

OV SXOWOI )X haNGE
The dispatch from Liver» >OOJ report.ing the sinking of the Sno ^.don Rangcfollows: ei
"British steamer Snow )don Ranjr<i(

(Continued on Seconc11| page )
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New German Rai&r
Strips Eleven Slips

in South Atlinti

Survivors Who Arrive
at R to Janeiro.

W in r A
Prene. 1JAMSIItO, March 31..At least

twelve ships have be«»n halted by a new
German odmmerce raider, now "operat¬
ing off the South American coast, and
eleven of them sent to the bottom of
the ocean, their crews having: arrived
hero on board the French bark Cam-
ronne. which encountered th<- raider

on March 7.
The German ship is the Steadier 'Sea

I-agle), a three-masted square-rigged
vessel of about 2.800 tons. She carries
two 105-millimeter gun« and sixteen
machine Runs, besides a powerful wire¬
less plant. The two large guns are
mounted in the forecastle, so it is Im¬
possible to train them forward or
astern. The vessel also carries two
gasoline motor launches, and on ap¬
proaching her quarry is said to flv a

Norwegian merchant flag.
CHEWS OK ELEVE.V SHIPS

SENT TO ItIO JANEIRO
K.even ships were sunk by the raider

i»erore the Cambronne was sent to Rio
Janeiro with the crews. The v»»sels
destroyed were:
Antonin. French sailing vess'-l 3 on

tons, owned in Dunkirk; thirty-one
men on board.

British Yeoman. British sailing ves¬
sel. 1.953 tons, owned in Victoria. B. c.-
twenty-one men.
Buenos Aires. Italian sailing vessel.

1.811 tons, owned in Naples; twentv-
one men.
Oiarles Gounod. French sailing vm-

twentv1;9 t°n!'' °Wned in Mantes;
twenty-four men.

Dupleix, French sailing vessel .>

tons, owned in Nantes; twenty-one
rnon.

^Gladys P.oyle, British steamship.
-.-S8 tons. owned in Sunderland-
twenty-six men.
Horngarth. British steamship. 3 609

tons gross, owned in Cardiff; thirty-
three men.

3

Lady island for Landy Island). 4,500
tons, twenty-five men tnot listed 1
La Kochefoucauld, French sailing

vessel. 2.200 tons, owned in Xante-
twenty-five men.

mantes,

Perce, British schooner. 364 tons

?nw.rsi"drf'i! s,x ,ncn-^

Plnmore, British sailing vessel. 2.431

men
° Grcnock; twenty-nine

There were twenty-two men in the
crew of the Cambronne. bringing un
the total of persons who reached Ulo
Janeiro to 285.
AMERICA X CITIZENS

IX CHEW S OF QcL't q

American citizens among the

;i'r?ambronk0n VPS9C,S brought in S;
as f^Mows. "° far "

¦ are

Brm." v:r.nn'

giveann)Uel Cu<,rrcro- of Manila fno ship

Ms stay on the raider h,sAGcrmanllca0'
tors handed him 150 marks l. German
paper money for his work. He ref^'ed
the Payment, with a gesture of d'i3-
now a

6 UaS at °"Ce Hrrcsted. and i*
now a prisoner on the Seeadler f

who
"1ember of th« captured o're.

said
"aa n0t "b.rty. u is

Life passed pleasantly on bnir* .1
raider, the released men *

,"oard the

sailors had a band whV< T"°

quently and entliusla- ,, ,,
p,ayed fr*-

men were off d»Vv Thi r ""l" lh*

«as composed ^ .

.e,r

three violins. a 1 "'"doHna.
The rescued ry'Jl,ule Rnd a b*se drum,

'hat if the c;-r'en ar° °f thfl opinion
oners relat«

er'nnn" treated their pris-

from fear .."7"' 11 %vas largely

ultimately-
' * l*cir own capture was

is slow a ?? . Bl certRin. The raider

taken at/" fV expected he over-

inir an.
n,most anV time. Their feel-

onerc
Pttr®ntly was that if 'the pris-

ihe .

' 8P we» of their treatment.

thei
cnances of the raider's crow at

' hands of possible captors would be
so much better. Especial consid¬

eration. according to the sailors.
eemed to bo given the Americans

ptniong the captives of the raider.
FIHES OX AXV SHIP

not YIELDING AT oxce
In spile of the expressed desire of

the raider s officers not to shed blood,
the Seeadler did not hesitate to turn
loose her machine guns on the docks
and on the bridges of any vessel she
was capturing If there were signs of
the ship not surrendering at once. Tn
such action as thin a British sailor
was seriously wounded, his eye being
put out. An operation was performed
on board the raider, but the man died
under the knife.

v 71? d.any conf,tJ>nPtlon of gasoline
the Seeadler'a engines Is five bar¬

rels. She carries a supply of 1,200 bar-
re Is, the refugees report.
The French authorities here have

had the men of French nationality
among the prisoners brought in by
the Cambronne, of whom there are 102
landed at Rio Janeiro. They are now
being cared for In the city.
The Horngarth. which was on her

way from Montevideo to Plymouth,
(Continued on Thirteenth Page.)
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HAILWA? SY8TVEm!.Ad\\ 3°UT1IEnN

Spain Will CayReli to Syria
By Associated »»s.)

AN Asm \(;TO\, >L'h SI..An
offer by the KIiik of »nln to have
Spanish ships curry llcf »up|iU*«
to S.rrln and rrlrniiFfe American
nnvnl vessels Cnennr n| Dm Xotnr*.
now wnr-bound nt AI«:ndrlo. from
thnt ilutj- lins been mjpted by the
United States.
For month* the colli t'nesar nnd

the cruiser l>en Molnciiave lain at
Alexandria while the tilted States
endeavored unsuccessfpy to secure
Knl Isfactory itunrnnlrrfor the con¬
tinuance of their voyt* to Beirut.
How the Cnemir »J the Dm

Molnrn are lo urt hot- I* an un-
'decided question, for ^ny officials
here believe It would \ unsafe for
tlieni to uttenipt tnlpunii hack
throuKli the Aledlterrnr^tn, In vltrr
of pending; developnienj In the tn-
ternntlonnl situation. It Is prob¬
able that they mny Ro hroonH the
Slier. Cannl nnd crona'the Indian
tlccnn.

FIFTHHUD

Ofllrial Dispatches CotArm Story
About Men Taken 1

by the Moeu

.MOST OF THKM FKCtt! OXE SHIP

Raids

Two U. S. Seamen Rele«ed Bccause
They Were on Unarmed Vessel.
Washington Expected io Make De¬
mand for Release of .4»ilori.

Illy Associated Pr»ju.'",
WASHINGTON". March 21 --Official

dispatches from Copenhagen to-day
confirmed reports that two .merlcan
seamen had arrived there fiovn Ger¬
many with the story that s|mt fifty
others taken in raids hy the commerce

raider Moewe were held in detention
camps. Reports from many sources

have convinced officials here that
Americans captured on th<- British
steamer Esmeraldas are held. As yet
no reply has come to an inquiry sent
through the Spanish Foreign Office a

we»ic ago as to whether there wore

Americans among the crews of vessels
captured.

Dispatches from Minister Egan to¬
day told of the two seamen reaching
Copenhagen. They were Alexander
Meyer and Jack Benson, taken from the
Norwegian bark Staut. They said that,
in addition to fifty men from the
Esmeraldas, the Germans are detaining
one from the British steamer Breck-
norshire. All, they said, are in a# de¬
tention camp at "Westphalia. The two
were released because they were on an

unarmed ship.
This government, it ': considered

certain, will make n vigorous demand
for the release of the American sailors.
MIMSTKH K(iA\ TKI.I.S

STOIIV OK t'A 1'Tl'HE

Meyer and Benson said the Staut
Failed from Norfolk. Ya., in September
for the South Georgia Islands. Minis-
icr F,gan continues their story ns fol-
lows:

"The Staut was sighted by the Brit¬
ish ship St, Theodore on February U,
191.7. which ship had been captured by
the Germans and was manned by a Ger-
man crew. A German ofllcer boarded
the Staut and ordered the new to pack
up belongings and embark on the St.
Theodore. After embarking, a bomb
was placed In the main hatch of the
Staut. and she sank within twenty
minutes. The Staut carried sixteen

'sailors and officers. Benson being the
'only native American, und Mey»-»r be¬
ing a naturalized citizen. They re¬
mained ter. days on the St. Theodore,
land were then transferred to the Ger¬
man cruiser Moewe, and arrived at
Kiel March 21, having ben (oJty-
three days on the Moewe. Benson and
Meyer were confined below while on
the Moewe, but knew whenever a ship
had been sunk or torpedoed by the
new prisoners.

..According to Benson the British
schooner Jean had already been tor¬

pedoed and also the Radnorshire, the
Royal Mail boat, with a crew of elghty-
eight men, and the Netherby Hall, with
a crew of forty men. The Staut was

captured with its sixteen men. Af¬
terwards, the British Ecknorsllire was
captured with eighty-eight men, in-
eluding unc American, from Seattle.
British steamer l-'Jddy. with twenty-
four men: British steamer French
Prince, with thirty-nine men: British
steamer Rodentn, with twenty-nine
men: British steamer Katherine. with
twenty-seven men; British steamer
Otacka wns captured after a fight,
eight men being killed.
iirii

ON THK RSMKHAI.I)A«
"The Pocifie Steam N'avlfcation boat

lOiysium Meralda < Efvmeraldus), from |
Liverpool, liHViiij? delivered American
horses, captured with 116 men, fifty of
them Americans One man, named
Smith, had army discharge. Steam-
or Governor captured after fight. Ave
men being killed, and steamer Homer- jditan captured with thirty-five men.
"Benson and Meyer were released to

Copenhagen after remaining: on the
Moewe for three days in the harbor of
Kiel. The remaining Americans taken
off the Moewe and believed were sent!
Westphalia."
Although the dispatch as received

here gave the name of the ship from
which most of the Americans were
taken as Elysium ' Meralda, officials
thought it was an error in transmis¬
sion, and that Esmeraldas was meant.

Suburban Home*.
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SEVEN TOWNSIN j
ON TEN-MILE FRONT

British Continue Successful Drive
Into German Lines Between
Marcoing and St. Quentin.

BITTER FIGHTING NEAR ARRAS

Allied Forward Movement Brings
Them to Within 30 Miles

of Persian Border.

British efforts to drive a salient into
the German Itres hot wver. Marcoing
and St. Quentin continue successfully.
Seven village. on a front of ten
miles, between and including; Vermand
and lleudicourt. were occupied on Sat¬
urday. according: to the latest official
statement from British headquarters
in France.

Martevllle, Veruiand and Soyecourt.
six to eight miles northwest of St.
Quentin, were occupied with little op-,
position from the Germans, but Brit¬
ish artillery drove the defenders from
th« village of St. Ktnilie, east of
Villers-Faucon and on the railroad'
running south from Marcoing. Along
the Cologne River, a small stream, the
British advanced and captured Jean-
court, Hervilly and lleudicourt. Ber¬
lin officially admits that the British
advance reached lleudicourt and St. .

Kmllle, but declares that a British at¬
tack north of Metss-en-Couture. north
of Heudicourt. was repulsed.
IHTTKH FIGIITIMi

SOITIIKAST OF A Itlt AS
Farther north, in tho region south¬

east of Arras, there has been bitter
fighting. The British report the cap¬
ture of Hendecourt smd the destruc¬
tion of several posts near Keoust-St.
Meln and Heinin-sur-CoJeul. Near the
latter place, Berlin says, an engage¬
ment resulted favorably for the Ger¬
mans.

Northeast of Soissons the French
have made progress, and. Paris says,
have repulsed two German counter¬
attacks in the region of Vregny. Rer-
Mn reports that the French were de¬
feated in attacks against German posi¬
tions on the Vregny Plateau.

In the Bystrltzn. Valley, near the
Hungarian-Roumanian frontier, on the
eastern front. German troops havo
taken 2-">u prisoners. North of the
Pripet Marshes, near Noveogfodek.
Berlin says, German enterprises re¬
sulted in the capture of seventy-five
prisoners.
The forward movement of the r.ritish

forces In Mesopotamia has brought
them to within thirty miles of the
Persian frontier.

COXSIDKRAItLK PHOfinESS
CI.AnilCI) IIV II It ITISIf

(By Associated Press.]
LONDON, March 31..The official re¬

port from British headquarters in
France to-night reads:
"Uendecourt (?) was captured by our

troops yesterday evening:. Considerable
progress has since boon made eastward'
of the village, and a few additional
prisoners and machine guns fell into
our hands.
"We also gained possession of the

villages of Martevillc. Yertuand and
Soyecourt with Utile opposition from
the enemy, and forced his troops to re¬
treat from St. Kmilie, under tire of our

artillery. We then occupied the vil¬
lage.
"To-day our advance was resumed

Along the valley of the Cologne llivcr.
and the villages of Jeaneourt, Ilervllly
and Hcudlcourt were captured by out
t roops.
"Further north wo carried two hos¬

tile posts in the neighborhood of
I-Jcousc-St. Meln, in spite of consid¬
erable resistance. Other posts held by
the enemy west of 1 leltiin-sur-Cojcul
were rushed by a small party of our

troops, who. after killing or capturing
the whole garrison, withdrew with
their prisoners and a hostile machine
gun.
"We carried out successful raids this

east of Xeuville-St. Vaas». cast .»'

cast of Xeuville- St. Vaast, east of
£oos and north of Ypres. Several dug¬
outs and machine guns were destroyed
and prisoners were taken. ICarly this
morning a small hostile raiding party
in the neighborhood of N'eu ville-St.
Vaast failed to reach our trenches.
"Successful work was carried out by

onr airplanes yesterday in spite of un¬
favorable weather. One hostile ma¬

chine was driven down out of control;
two of our machines are missing."

The only village along the Hritish
front in Franco by the name of lietido-
court is Uendecourt les-» '..mnb'ourt.
lying to the northeast of f'roiscllfes,,
around which there has been much
fighting of late.

lleudicourt is a few miles north of
Floisel and about fifteen miles north-
west of St. Quentin.

SI.IGHT ARTll.l.KKY ACTIVITY
NORTH A NO SOVT1I OK OISK

fBy Associated PrM«.]
T'AUIS. March 31..The official com¬

munication issuer! by the War Office to-
niprht reads:
"North and south of the Oisc there

wan slight artillery activity.
"North of Soissons the enemy directed

two counterattacks against the posi¬
tions that we occupied northeast of
Vregny, hut both attempts were stopped
short by our (Ire.
"On the left bank of the Meuso our

artillery shelled the Oermati orjjaniza-
tlona on hill No. 304. The day was

comparatively calm on the rest of the
front.
"German airplanes last evening

dropped bombs In the region of Dun¬
kirk. Two civilians were killed and
three wounded."

CATtOMNA EAHTKTt KXC'I'RSION.
$4 Danvlll*; 14.50 Oreenafinro; IS WlriMon-

Bivlem, Salisbury and StalesvlUe; J5.60 Char¬
lotte; $S SpArtanbvirjf; HO Aahrvtllo; } 10.60
Hendersonvlllr. All trains .Saturday. April
7. vta SOUTH 15RN RAILWAY SV3T13M.
Return limit April 13..Adv.

WAR SENTIMENT
SWEEPING NATION

Government Takes Important Steps
in All Branches of National Defense

Kv A.woclHted Pre*.".)
WAslII.VtiTO.X. March 31..The

ISOvernment'* irnr preparation* de-
vrlapcd I in (tor tn ii t ntep* to-dny In
alt three branchc* of national de-
(oniir.

At llir Wnr llrpnrlnirnt order*
Wfrf Issued calling Into the I'Vilfral
acrvlcc T.OtHl Hddltloual natlnnnl
KiinrdMiur n. nnd It wa* nnnnuncoil
(hut detailed plan* hnd liern worked
out by the Rrnrrul ntuff for mlMlnc
any turner army which CoiiRrrfis
might authorise.

'I'he Xavy Department e*tnbllnhe-1
oa an otllclal bn*l* tlic connt' patrol
of ftuhmarliie chatter*. and ordered
t'aptnln llenry II. Wllaon detached
from hi* pout an commander of the
«uprr-l)rradnnuKht l'enn*ylvanlu to
take charge of the coaat *'moM<julto
Meet." Iii«l* for more chn*er* were

openrd at the department during: the
dny, nnd Neeretnry l>anlel* nnld he
expected noon to have a Inrgc num¬

ber of the hoatn In rommlanion.

I'lan* for co-ordination of nil
defeiiae resources oiitnlde the army
und nniy were worked out by the
Council of National Defence and It*
advlMory commlnKloii. which aban¬
doned It* previous program of niobl-
I i z I ag the country'* Industrie* on a

peace hn*l* and turned It* attention
to more direct preparation* for
u ar.

Natloanl guardftiucn from live
Mate* and the Dliitrlct of Columbia
are affected i»y to-day*' order, bring¬
ing up to nearly Otl.ObO the number
who have been mimmoneil for police
protection to lndii*trlnl plant* and
other ntrateglc point*.
Among the mennurea Congre** I*

e*|tected to act on *0011 after I'rm-
Ident W I Iton** appearance nrei e.t-

tentlon of a large credit to the gov¬
ernment, provlalon for raining; an

army of nbout I.OOO.OtM) men, cen-

*or*hip nnd *py hill*, the regular
army nupply bill and emergency leg-
l*lution for the army and navy.

GARDNER IN OPEN SPLIT
WITH G. 0. P. CONFERENCE

Bolts Meeting After Failing to Get
Relief From Being Bound

by Caucus Action. .

NOMINATE MANX FOR SPEAKER

Impression That Democrats Will Or¬
ganize House Further Strengthen¬
ed by Announcement That Two
Republicans Will Be Absent.

t Hy AsAOcltitt-d I'ress.l
WASHINGTON', -March 31..Republi¬

can member* of the incoming: House in
conference to-ilay nominated Represen¬
tative Mann, of Illinois, for Speaker,
named a committee of seventeen to

arrange committee assignments, and
adopted a resolution to provide for tlic
appointment of a steering committee to
guide the conduct of legislation with-
out regard to the outcome of the or-

ganization fight.
Plana to suggest bipartisan and tern-

porary organization of the House were
abandoned just before the conference,
when it became apparent that most of
the Republicans wanted a partisan
battle.
Roth regular and progressive Repub-

lirnns claimed a \ ietory for their fac¬
tion. Regulars pointed to the nomina¬
tion of Mr. Mann and failure to take
up the question of his successor as floor
leader as proof of their contention.
Progressives declared they won in the
appointment of a committee on com¬
mittees and of a steering committee.
Heretofore Mr. Mann, as Republican
leader, has made up committee lists,
and has had much to say in the con¬
duct of business.
None of the live so-callod "independ¬

ents* attended the conference. Repre¬
sentative-Mice); Fuller, of Massachu¬
setts, Progressive, whom the Ucpubli-
*-ant> hoped would confer with theni.
arrived to- l?iy, and announced that lie
first would vote for Representative
T.enroot. Republican, for Speaker.
<;.Mll>\Klt Wll.l. VOTE

OMiV FOR I.KNHOOT
There was only otto display of open

insurgency nt the. conference. Declar¬
ing lie would vote only for Mr. Ticnroot
for Speaker. Representative Gardner,
of Massachusetts, bolted tlie meeting,
after failing to obtaitj adoption of a
resolution to provide that members
present should not be bound by confrr-
cnco action. Representatives Grey, of
New Jersey, ".ml I'allingei, of Massa¬
chusetts. left with Mr. (Sardner, but
Mr. Dallinger rot :rncd later, lle-
publlcans were hopeful to-night that
they would l»e able to induce him to
vote for Mr. Mann.
Immediately after Mr. Gardner's

withdrawal. Representative T.ongworth.
of Ohio, offered a resolution to bind
the members to vote for the conference
nominees, and asked that It be voted
down. This was dono by a large vote.
leaving the 1 !. Z> members who voted for
Mr. Mann free to support whom they
please on Monday when balloting on
House organization begins.
The prevailing impression tha* :hc

Democrats will organi/." t h .. llnufo
with Champ Clark as Speaker, gained
further support to-day with the an¬
nouncement that Representative llelge-
sen. of North Dakota, a Republican,
would be unable to be present on
Monday. There is at least one other
Republican whose attendance is doubt¬
ful, ami the Democrats declared to¬
night there was not the slightest doubt
that Speaker Clark would have, the
r.tcessary votes to elect. In that event.
Representative Mann is expected to be
< .. mtinned as Republican floor leader.
r.M.v mm on committkk

I'ltOliltRSSIV K It KIM III.H A MS
Of the seventeen members of the

committee on committees named to¬
day, only four. Nelson, of Wisconsin;
Anderson, of Minnesota: Reavis, of Ne¬
braska, and Wood, of Indiana, are con¬
sidered progressive Republicans by
that faction.
The meeting to-day lasted about

three hours, and Mr. Gardner consumed
more than a third of that time. After
l.e departed, Representative Madden, of
Illinois, placed Mr. Mann In nomina¬
tion, and upon his being declared unani¬
mously nominated, Representative Len-
TCon 11 ntied "on Thirteenth Page.)

Suburban Home*.
Iwirife lots. T\vM\« minutes froin heart

of city. Terms to ault. WHITE & CO..Adv.

President Determines to Act Because
Suspensions Are Nullified by Su¬
preme Court's Recent Ruling.

NO APPLICATIONS NECESSA11Y

Many at Liberty for Long Periods,
and Executive Feels That New-
Business and Personal Relations
Built Up Should Not Bo Broken.

[By Associated Preps.]
*\ AS1II.VGT0N". .March 31..Attorney-

'joneral Gregory announced to-night
that President Wilson would exercise
executive clemency in numbers of Fed¬
eral prosecutions where suspension of
sentences has been nulllfld by the Su¬
preme Court's recent opinion holding
such suspensions illegal.
Clemency will be exercised, the At¬

torney-General said, without applica¬
tions being made in tho.se cases where
pleas of guilty were entered or ver¬

dicts of guilty returned prior to June
15. 1916. but no sentences pronounced,
and in those cases where the sentence
Imposed was less than the period be¬
tween the date of imposition and
J tine 15. 1917.
The number who will receive pardons

or commutations under the ruling
probably Will run jnto the thousands.
. lanj of them have been at lihertv for
long periods, and the President is ,,n-.
derstood to feel that the new business
and personal relations they have been'
permitted to build up because of
. leniency by the courts should not be,
broken down. Under the Supreme
Court decision, all of them would ha"e
boon compelled, but for the President1*
Intervention, to return to custody.
.statkmext issi t:i>

nv ATron\Kv-tir:.\i:n \t,
Attorney-General Gregory lSSUed

this statement:
-The Supreme Court on pecember i

mt». without any dissent, in the e.mo

m C\'^rtC rn,te'J S,M,os- I'^iHoner
(the N i 1111 s case|. decided that United
Mutes district judges had no power to
suspend the imposition .f sentence or
he execution of sentence except for

pmpose of disposing of judicial
nuest i,..ns. Only a portion of the dis¬
trict Judges claimed the rifjht to ex¬
ercise such a power, and the Kllli'ts
case was instituted by the government
for the purpose of settling the ques¬
tion and obtaining uniformity in the
administration of the criminal laws

"Thcso results having been accom¬
plished, the Department of Justice has
been procuring from the United States
district attorneys lists of eases in
which pronouncement or execution of
sentence has been suspended contrary'
to .he rule laid down by the Supreme
« ourt. There arc more than 5,000 of

»»®«. It has become neces¬
sary to adopt a general poli. y |.
lug with them. The ,.;,ses are l.eiuu
*1 i \ nlf'il into {hroo groups*

"1. Tlu.se in which I he sentence |,n-
posed was less than the period between
the date of imposition and .lune |.",t
I'-'IT (this being about the date on
Which the mandate ill the Killits case
will 1.,. sent down from th.- Supreme
' 'ourt).

i ases in which pleas of guilty
were entered or verdicts of guiltv re¬
turned prior to June l.',. ir»I,,,',,1 j.
Which no semem e was pronounced.

3. IteiuaIning cases.

I'ltr.SIDK.XT TO ACT
WITIIOt T AITt.K ATIIINS

"Kxcept in very unusual instances
the President will, without applications
being made, .lose the cases falling
within the first it ml second groups bv
the exercise of clemency.
"The third group will probably con¬

sist of a. comparatively small number
of cases, which will be disposed of
their merits, and a determination
i cached as to whether sentences will
be enforced or executive clemency
recommended. If necessary, a general
respite .of six months from June 1...
I!»I7. will be' Issued to defendants in
tins group to secure adequate consid¬
eration of the facts."

h» pk|
ielifnoml's 1»|K Auto Kuelorjr

ninlnrl .* h*,rJ,11,'» »"*.«< item.Old. t..-.r;ll
mutorlHiNi HvtillliiR tlienisidvc* of thi.i iimi«uitl

TTuTrlL, KV"° K",r \l°Ul M...UI sVi now

111," ' 'T.cst "I* popularity. .Super Strvlr*.
Ai>k Kawlingj, 3. n est Ilruud Street..Adv.

REPORTS INDICATE
COUNTRY IS READY
TO BACK PRESIDENT

Declaration Expected Close
Upon Assembling of

Congress.
PROMPT ORGANIZATION

OF HOUSE PREDICTED
Unless There Is Unlooked-for
Change, Executive Will Deliv¬

er Address on Tuesday.
WAR MEASURES BEING RUSHED

Government at Work as Though Act-
ual Conflict Is Imminent

Certainty.
v>

t By Acsorlated Press. 1
W ASIIINGTON, March 31..A declara¬

tion that a state or war exists between
Germany ami the United States is sen-
orally expected to follow close upon tile
assembling of Congress in extraordi¬
nary session on Monday. To-day th«
government bent every effort to hurry
preparedness measures, as though ac¬
tual war was an Imminent certainty.

Indications that a wave of war sen¬
timent is sweeping the country camt
to the White House in messages con¬
veying resolutions adopted at patriotic
mass-meetings in different StateB, and
in reports from Senators and Repre¬
sentatives that the nation stands ready
to back up the President.

Predictions were general at the Cap-.
1 to I that the House will be organized
promptly, so that the President may
deliver his message, making recom¬
mendations for congressional action.
Unless there should be an unlookedr
for change, ho will speak on Tuesday.
New* of the sinking of additional

ships by German submarines and th«
resulting loss of more American lives
only increased the tension slightly.
For some time the general feeling has
been that Germany already had shown
utter disregard of American rights, and
actually was making war on the United
States.
C'OSIIM.ICTK IM.ANS KOR RAISING ' '

LAKG Kit AHMV DRAWN t"P
Secretary Baker conferred with the

President, and afterwards announced'
that more than 7,000 additional national-
guardsmen had been ordered out for
police duty In different States. He also
said that complete plans for raising
a larger army had been drawn up at
the War Department.

Plans in the navy for securing many
submarine chasers and organizing them
for a coast patrol went forward rapid¬
ly, and the National Defense Council
perfected a plan for co-ordinating in a
practical way the nation's industrial
preparedness.

President Wilson has almost finished
his messago to Congress. He remained
in his study much of tlio day, and also
was in close touch with the War, Navy
and Treasury Departments regarding
preparedness plans.

11 was. indicated that tentative plana
of the administration for providing
men, money and isuppl/ns for war pur¬
poses await action by Congress on the
main question of whether a declara¬
tion of a state of war is to bo adopted.
Careful to observe the war-making pfe^
ruga live of Congress, the President and
Ins advisers are desirous of doing noth¬
ing t>> l>e Construed as an act of war

beyond maintaining a state of armed
neutrality, and making ready for war
if it comes.

NATION AS WHOLE 1) 151.113VISS
THAT TI.RH l-'OH \\ A It HAS COM 10
Plans of pacifists for attempting to

keep Congress from declaring a atato
of war attracted sotuo attention, but
most of the reports to the administra¬
tion indicated that the ration as ¦
v\ hole believes that the time for war
has come. A statement to-day by
Chairman Stone, of the Senate foreign
Relations Committee, lhat he would
vote against war, but would support
tin- government in any policy decided
upon, was the most noticeable antiwar
de\ clopment.
Outside of the main question to.be

:Iecided, chief attention within the xd-
inlnistration is directed towards guard¬
ing against possible disturbances in
the l ulled Stales. That such a danger
exists lias generally admitted, but of-
licials believe the situation is well In
ha nd.
The War Department late to-day

tailed into the Federal service, for the
purpose <>f police protection, about 7,000
additional national guardsmen.

named In the order
include:
Oklahoma. First Regiment, infantry.
Louisiana. First Regiment, infantry.
District of Columbia.Third UcrI-

m«>nt, infantry.
Texas Second. Third and Fourth In¬

fantry and the First Separate Squadron
of Cavalry.

Ari\;uixas.First Regiment, infantry.
Rhod» Island.Second, Fifth, Twelfth

and Fifteenth Companies, of Coast Ar*
tlllrry, equipped as infantry.
TUNAS INFA VntVMK.V

MAY PATROL UORUUft
At the same time, the War Depart¬

ment ordered that the First New Mexlo
Militia Infantry, which never has at
talued the National Guard status undi
the now defense act. be mustered oi
uf the Federal service.
While the ortlclal explanation w-


